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NEW JERSEY’S STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

New Jersey Assessment Programs - History

 2003-2014 – New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJASK)

 2015-2018 – Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC)

 2019 to present - New Jersey Student Learning Assessment (NJSLA) implemented
 Spring 2019 – 1st year of NJSLA implementation
 Spring 2020 – NJSLA cancelled due to the pandemic
 Spring 2021 – NJSLA cancelled with NJDOE agreement to implement Fall Start Strong assessment
 Spring 2022 – 2nd year of NJSLA implementation NJSLA implemented 

 2021 to present – Fall Start Strong Assessment mandated
 Fall 2021 – 1st year of mandated administration
 Fall 2022 – 2nd year of mandated administration



NEW JERSEY’S STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

New Jersey Student Learning Assessment – 2022 Administration

 Who is tested?

 All students in grades 3-8 must take the NJSLA.

 A small percentage of our students qualify for the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) 
assessment designed specifically for the severely cognitively impaired.

 ESL students who arrived in the US after June 1 may be exempted from testing.

 Testing occurred in May 2022

 ELA Grade 3 – two units over two days; each 75 minutes

 ELA Grades 4-8 – two units over two days; each 90 minutes

 Math Grade 3-8 – three units over days; each 60 minutes

 Algebra 1/Geometry – two units over days; each 90 minutes

 Science 5 & 8 – four units over 2 days; each unit 45 minutes

 Test Format
 Unless otherwise specified by in a child’s Individual Education Program (IEP), all 

testing occurs digitally.

 ESL students may be offered the NJSLA Mathematics test in Spanish.



NJSLA PERFORMANCE LEVELS

 LEVEL 1: NOT YET MEETING GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS

 LEVEL 2: PARTIALLY MEETING GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS

 LEVEL 3: APPROACHING GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS

 LEVEL 4: MEETING GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS

 LEVEL 5: EXCEEDING GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS

SCORE RANGE IS 650-850



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS/ LITERACY

SPRING 2022 ADMINISTRATION
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MATHEMATICS

SPRING 2019 ADMINISTRATION
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SCIENCE

SPRING 2022 ADMINISTRATION
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INDICATORS OF ACHIEVEMENT

Using Data for Continuous Improvement



Questions We Ask
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• Does the curriculum adequately address the standard?

• Are instructional resources aligned to the standards, do they require appropriate 
rigor, and do they engage learners?

• Is additional professional development needed to ensure the use of consistent, 
high quality instructional strategies?

• Are teachers using the Board approved curriculum and resources with fidelity?

• Are benchmark and classroom assessments successfully identifying students 
who are struggling to meet expectations?

• Are appropriate resources/technology available to support students – both 
those who are struggling and who are exceeding expectations?

• What additional resources are needed?

• Are there subgroups of students who are not meeting expectations?

• What other variables may be affecting student performance (chronic 
absenteeism, teacher absence, testing environment, etc.)?



Data Analysis: Drilling Down
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District, School, and Grade Level 
Analysis

Sub-cluster Analysis

Subpopulations Performance

District/School 
Evidence Statement 

Analysis

Item analysis

Student



Data Analysis: Drilling Down
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How are we doing compared to available benchmarks?



Data Analysis: Drilling Down
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Redacted due to Student Privacy Concerns

How are our subpopulations doing compared to 
other benchmark data?
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What content standards are we meeting or 
exceeding, & what content standards need attention?



Evidence Statement Content Analysis
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What content standards should be targeted and what 
steps can we take to show student growth?
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